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NOTE FROM THE CHAIR 

Dear Readers, 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the 

members and staff for the 

work we did together in the 

FEMM Committee in the last year and still under 

sometimes quite difficult conditions. We 

nevertheless managed to have extremely 

interesting hearings and workshops on a vast 

variety of topics and to finish our work on many 

a report.  

Just in June and July, we not only successfully 

had our SRHR report pass the plenary vote, but 

also participated in the Generation Equality 

Forum, discussed poverty affecting women as 

well as (sexual) harassment within the European 

Institutions.  

In addition, these last meetings before the break 

were often shared with another committee: 

together with BUDG and CONT, we analysed the 

ECA report on gender mainstreaming of the 

budget; together with LIBE we discussed 

Cyberviolence and the inclusion of gender-

based violence into the list of Eurocrimes and 

with JURI, we voted on the impact of intimate 

partner violence and custody rights on women 

and children. 

But not only in this regard did the FEMM 

Committee’s work prove to be horizontal again. 

We also worked on many opinions ranging from 

digitalisation to mobility and minimum wages.  

After our hopefully relaxing break, we will be 

back with a lot of motivation to continue on 

some of these topics and also to start our work 

on many new ones! 

 

 

I wish you all a good summer & looking forward to 

seeing you again on August 31. 

Thank you for following us via webstreaming. 

FOLLOW US! 

Twitter @EP_GenderEqual 

Facebook @FEMMCommittee 

Webstreaming 

LAST COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

15 June 

 
Adequate Minimum Wages – 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f 

Amendments  

On Tuesday 15 June 2021 the 

FEMM Committee considered 

the amendments to the draft opinion to the 

Report on the Proposal for a directive on 

adequate minimum wages in the European 

Union.  

 

https://twitter.com/EP_GenderEqual
https://twitter.com/ep_genderequal?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/FEMMCommittee
https://www.facebook.com/FEMMCommittee/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?start-date=&end-date=&committee=FEMM


 The draft opinion of the rapporteur, Ms Gálvez 

(S&D, ES), underlines that minimum wages can 

also be one element of a policy to overcome 

poverty and reduce inequality, including those 

between men and women.  

This is especially relevant having in mind that 

some studies show that while women constitute 

48% of employees at the EU, they make up 59% 

of minimum wage earners. In fact, the majority 

of minimum wage earners in Europe are thus 

women. Women are also many of the main sub-

minimum wage earners and as well are young 

workers, workers with lower education, or rural 

workers with dependent children. Yet many of 

them are key in some sectors that have proved 

to be essential during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Procedure file:   

2020/0310(COD) 

Rapporteur:  

Lina Gálvez Muñoz (S&D)   

MeToo – Oral question to 

the Commission  

On Tuesday 15 June 2021 

the FEMM Committee, 

voted on an oral question 

to the Commission on 

“MeToo and the consequences in the 

institutions”.  

 

In the oral question Members are asking the 

Commission about the main elements of the anti

-harassment strategies in the Commission and 

other EU institutions and agencies, best 

practices on preventing conflict and 

harassment in the workplace and on good 

office management that could be applicable in 

all institutions. Members are also asking if 

trainings on preventing sexual harassment are 

mandatory in the European Commission and in 

other EU institutions and agencies. 

The oral question comes as a result of the FEMM 

workshop on "Three years after #Metoo - what 

needs to be done? Call for reforms to avoid 

sexual harassment in EU institutions" held on 25 

Event page workshop 25.5.2021 

Various aspects of women 

in poverty following the 

COVID impact– Hearing 

On Tuesday 15 June 2021 

between 09.00-10.00 the 

FEMM Committee 

organised a public hearing entitled “Various 

aspects of women in poverty following the 

COVID impact”.  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic and its associated 

economic crisis have impacted women 

differently than men in the EU. The effects of the 

COVID-19 crisis are putting in jeopardy the 

progress achieved in the past decades in terms 

on the reduction of gender inequalities. The 

objective of this hearing was to analyse the 

main elements and causes of women's poverty 

in Europe and in third countries under these new 

circumstances. The event discussed the main 

drivers of poverty, the socio-economic situation 

of women in Europe is and how the COVID-19 

pandemic has impacted it.  

The outcome of the hearing fed into the 

incoming FEMM own-initiative report on 

Further information:  

Event page 

  

The Generation Equality 

Forum, Paris – Exchange of 

Views  

On Tuesday 15 June 2021 

between 16h45-17h45 the 

FEMM committee held an 

exchange of views on “The Generation Equality 

Forum, Paris”.  

The Generation Equality Forum was a civil-society 

centred, global gathering for gender equality 

convened by UN Women and co-hosted by the 

governments of Mexico and France. The 

European Parliament also sent a delegation to 

the Paris Forum (30 June - 2 July 2021). 

Members debated expectations for the 

conference a few days ahead with Élisabeth 

Moreno, Minister Delegate for Gender Equality, 

Diversity and Equal Opportunities, France; 

Ambassador Yanerit Moreno, Executive 

Secretary of the Generation Equality Forum, 

Mexico and Asa Regner, Deputy Executive 

Director UN Women. 

 

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0102(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0310(COD)=EN
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197702/LINA_GALVEZ+MUNOZ/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0102(COD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/workshop-on-three-years-after-metoo-/product-details/20210518WKS03582
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0102(COD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/public-hearing-on-various-aspects-of-wom/product-details/20210609CHE09021


On Monday 12 July, a further exchange of views 

was held, after the Forum had taken place, on 

the commitments made (see below). 

Further information:  

Event page 

  

Gender perspective and 

Recovery and Resilience 

Facility – Exchange of 

Views  

On Tuesday 15 June 

between 17h45-18h45 the 

FEMM Committee held an exchange of views 

on the inclusion of "Gender perspective in the 

national plans and implementation of the 

Recovery and Resilience Facility". 

Last September the FEMM Committee adopted 

an opinion on the proposal for a regulation 

"Establishing a Recovery and Resilience Facility" 

where the inclusion of the gender perspective in 

the national plans and implementation of RRF 

was emphasised. Members debated these 

aspects together with Céline Gauer, DG in 

charge of the Recovery and Resilience Task 

Force. Responsible for the RRF together with 

ECFIN, Ms Gauer leads this Task Force within the 

Commission's secretariat-general that oversees 

the rollout of the recovery and resilience plans, 

which member states have submitted.  

Procedure file: 2020/0104(COD) 

  

28 June 

Gender mainstreaming in 

the EU budget: state of play 

in the EU – Joint Meeting  

On 28 June, between 14.45 

- 16.45 Members of the 

BUDG, CONT and FEMM 

Committees held a joint meeting to discuss the 

European Court of Auditors' Special Report on 

gender mainstreaming in the EU budget, in the 

presence of Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for 

Budget and Human Resources, Director 

General, Gert Jan Koopman and Helena Morais 

Maceira, an expert at the European Institute for 

Gender Equality. 

Ms Lindström of the European Court of Auditors 

presented the report "Gender mainstreaming in 

the EU budget: time to turn words into action". 

Commissioner Hahn laid out the progress by the 

Commission in implementing the gender 

budgeting methodology. During the 

negotiations on the EU's long term budget, the 

European Parliament, the European Commission 

and Council agreed in the Interinstitutional 

Agreement (IIA) of 16 December 2020 to:  

- Develop a gender budgeting methodology to 

measure the relevant expenditure at 

programme level.  

- No later than 1 January 2023, the Commission 

will implement that methodology for certain 

centrally managed programs. 

Further information: 

Inter-institutional Agreement (IIA) of 16 Decem-

ber 2020 

ECA Special Report  

Procedure file: 2020/0104(COD) 

  

1 July 

Single Market for Digital 

Services (Digital Services 

Act) – draft opinion 

 

On Thursday, 1 July, the 

FEMM Committee considered the draft opinion 

on the proposal for a regulation on a “Single 

Market For Digital Services (Digital Services Act or 

“DSA”) and amending Directive 2000/31/EC".  

 

The Rapporteur considers that the proposal of 

the leading committee stops short of taking into 

account some particular vulnerabilities of 

women. Large online platforms should not only 

be obliged to disclose their algorithms to users, 

but also to regularly minimise their negative 

effects on users, including those with pre-existing 

health conditions such as depression or 

addictions. The supervision should also be 

strengthened by Member States while taking into 

account their respective socio-cultural context 

and national laws.  

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0102(COD)&l=en
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Finally, the Rapporteur raised concerns on 

freedom of expression and proposed slight 

changes to preservie it while regulating the 

digital space.  

Further information:  

Procedure file: 2020/0361(COD) 

Rapporteur:  

Jadwiga WISNIEWSKA (ECR, Poland)  

 

Equality between men and 

women in the European 

Union – draft report 

On Thursday 1 July the 

FEMM Committee 

considered the draft 

monitoring report on 

Equality between women and men in the 

European Union for the period 2018-2020.  

 

The rapporteur drew up a list of concrete 

measures to be taken by the Member States 

and new avenues to be explored in all areas, 

including women's equal access to work with 

rights and decent wages, the promotion of 

collective bargaining, the closing of the gender 

pay gap, the eradication of precarious work, 

the revalorisation of work, workers and wages in 

general and sanctions against companies that 

to not comply with labour law and perpetuate 

discriminatory practices. The report also strongly 

calls for the protection of maternity and 

paternity through increased periods of leave 

without loss of salary, a right to reduce working 

hours for breastfeeding up to at least 2 years 

and other measures to reconcile professional life 

with family and personal life. 

.  

Further information:  

Procedure file: 2021/2020 (INI) 

Rapporteur: Sandra PEREIRA (The LEFT, Portu-

gal)  

Combatting Gender-Based 

Violence: Cyberviolence – 

consideration of draft report 

On Thursday 01 July 2021 the 

FEMM and LIBE Committees 

considered a draft 

legislative own-initiative report which calls on the 

Commission to table a Directive on combatting 

gender-based cyberviolence.  

 

The text identifies 'computer crime' as the legal 

basis for the Directive according to Article 83(1) 

TFEU). 

The draft text focuses on combatting cyber 

violence as an expression of gender-based 

violence with specific attention to violence 

against women and addresses aspects such as 

measures aimed at the prevention of crime, at 

improving online safety and effectively tackling 

this phenomenon. 

Further information:  

Procedure file: 2020/2035(INL) 

Rapporteurs:  

Elissavet Vozemberg-Vrionidi (EPP, Greece)  

Sylwia Spurek (Verts/ALE, Poland)  

12 July 

FEMM budgetary opinion 

2022 – consideration of draft 

opinion 

On Monday 12 July 2021 the 

FEMM Committee 

considered a draft opinion 

on “General budget of the European Union for 

the financial year 2022 - all sections”. 

 

In her draft opinion the rapporteur reaffirms the 

need to implement gender mainstreaming and 

gender budgeting throughout all the phases of 

the budgetary procedure. She also calls on the 

Commission to increase the budget of EIGE in 

order to promote gender equality across the 

Union.  
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The draft opinion also requests assigning an 

independent budget line to the objective in the 

CERV Programme dedicated to promoting 

gender equality and stresses the importance of 

increasing resources for the Daphne strand. The 

rapporteur finally calls for the EU budget to 

encourage women's participation and interest in 

the digital economy and STEM sectors. 

Further information:  

FEMM draft opinion 

Rapporteur:  

Samira Rafaela (Renew, The Netherlands)  

Results from the Generation 

Equality Forum, Paris – 

Exchange of Views 

On Monday 12 July, 

M e m b e r s  h e l d  a n 

Exchange of Views with 

Director Irena Moozova 

(DG Just), with the participation of Ms Brigitte 

Luggin (Policy Analyst, DG INTPA), on the results 

of the Generation Equality Forum, and the 

commitments made. 

Commitments made by the European 

Commission at the Generation Equality Forum 

were: 

Minimum 85% of external actions to 

contribute to gender equality and 

women’s empowerment 

At least 20% of actions under public finance 

management reforms in partner 

countries to have a gender budgeting 

perspective 

Increased funding for  women’s 

organisations. 

€190 million for actions combatting all forms 

of gender-based violence 

New methodology to improve gender 

mainstreaming in the budget process at 

programme level 

New legislative proposals to prevent and 

combat gender based violence by 

setting minimum standards for all EU 

Member States 

Further information:  

Event page 

  

13 July 

Intimate partner violence 

and custody rights – final 

vote 

On 13 July 2021, the JURI 

and FEMM Committees 

voted on a joint draft own-

initiative report on "The impact of intimate 

partner violence and custody rights on women 

and children".  

 

The report focuses on the fact that women and 

children continue to be exposed to intimate 

partner violence and calls on the Member States 

to urgently address the issue by guaranteeing 

the victims safety and economic independence 

through the access of specific housing and to 

essential public services, as well as professional 

psychological support. It also stresses that the 

protection of women and children from violence 

and the best interests of the child must be of the 

paramount importance and that intimate 

partner violence is clearly incompatible with the 

best interests of the child and with shared 

custody and care. 

 

The report was adopted by 43 votes in favour, 

with 3 votes against and 4 abstentions. 

Further information:  

Procedure file: 2019/2166(INI)  

Rapporteurs: 

JURI Rapporteur: Luisa Regimenti (EPP) 

FEMM Rapporteur: Elena Kountoura (GUE/NGL) 

 

Sustainable and Smart 

M o b i l i t y  S t r a t e g y  – 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f 

amendments on 15 June 

and final vote 

On 13 July, FEMM Members 

voted on the draft opinion on “Sustainable and 

Smart Mobility Strategy”.  

 

The draft opinion calls for including gender 

mainstreaming in all transport related legislation, 

policies, programmes and actions, to support 

stakeholders' cooperation and exchange of 

good practices.  

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0102(COD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/FEMM-PA-693876_EN.pdf
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Sustainable solutions should be designed in a 

way that improves mobility and accessibility for 

all.  

On 15 June, the consideration of amendments 

for the opinion took place, followed by the vote 

in July.  

A consensus was reached for an inter-sectional 

approach of this mobility strategy, the need to 

collect and analyse comparable gender-

disaggregated data and research on travel 

patterns, to tackle the underrepresentation of 

women as transport workers (22%) as well as the 

link with the gender gap in STEM and new 

technologies sectors, which are affected by 

gender biases and stereotypes.  

 

The opinion was adopted by 26 votes in favour, 

with 2 votes against and 2 abstentions.  

Further information:  

Procedure file: 2021/2046(INI) 

Rapporteur: Elżbieta Katarzyna ŁUKACIJEWSKA 

(EPP, Poland) 

Council Presidency: 

presentation of priorities 

 

On Tuesday, 13 July, MEPs of 

the FEMM Committee 

discussed with the Slovenian Minister of Labour, 

Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, 

Janez Cigler Kralj, the priorities of the Slovenian 

Presidency in terms of women rights and gender 

equality for the second half of 2021.  

 

During its Presidency, Slovenia is expected to 

focus on the implementation of the Next 

Generation EU stimulus package, facilitating the 

adoption of national recovery plans, the 

Conference on the Future of Europe and 

promoting Rule of Law. 

 

Further information:  

Slovenian Presidency 

 

 
.  

Adding Gender-Based 

V i o l e n c e  a s  n e w 

‘ e u r o c r i m e ’  – 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f 

amendments on 15 June 

and  final vote  

On Tuesday 15 June 2021 the FEMM and LIBE 

Committees considered the amendments to 

the draft own-initiative legislative report 

“Identifying gender-based violence as a new 

area of crime listed in Article 83(1) TFEU” and 

on 14 July, they held the final vote on the draft 

report.  

 

This legislative initiative requests the 

Commission to propose a Council decision to 

consider gender-based violence as an area 

of crime that meets the criteria established 

under Article 83(1) TFEU.  

 

The report was adopted by 53 votes in favour, 

with 18 votes against and 24 abstentions.  

Further information:  

Procedure file: 2021/2035(INL) 

Rapporteurs: 

Malin Björk (The Left, Sweden) 

Diana Riba i Giner (GREENS/EFA, Spain) 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Our next committees meetings will take place on 

31 August and 6 September 2021. We will deal 

with the following topics, among others:  

 Exchange of views with the experts nomi-

nated for the EIGE Experts Forum by the 

European Parliament 

 Vote on the opinion of the draft 2022 EU 

budget 
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EIGE BULLETIN 

EIGE will publish a new study on the costs of gen-

der-based violence across the EU in August 2021.  

Here are some of the main findings:  

 EIGE estimates the cost of gender-based 

violence across the EU to be €366 billion a 

year, and violence against women makes 

up 79 % of this cost, amounting to €289 bil-

lion. 

 The money spent on supporting victims, 

with services such as shelters, is estimated 

at making up just 0.4 % of the cost of gen-

der-based violence. 

 The biggest cost of gender-based violence 

origin from physical and emotional impact 

(56%), thereafter, criminal justice services 

(21 %) and lost economic output (14%).  

 Other costs may include civil justice ser-

vices (for divorces and child custody 

proceedings for example), housing aid 

and child protection. 

 Intimate partner violence makes up almost 

half (48%, €174 billion) of the cost of gender 

based violence, with intimate partner vio-

lence against women making up 87% 

(€151 billion) 

 

Read more in the News Alert.  

Find out more from EIGE 

Read the more in the news alert  

Explore the data in EIGE’s  Gender  Statistics 

Database 

LATEST BRIEFINGS 

At the request of the FEMM Committee, the Euro-

pean Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ 

Rights and Constitutional Affairs as well as the Eu-

ropean Parliament’s European Added Value Unit 

delivered the following studies: 

 Gender-based violence as a new area of 

crime listed in Article 83(1) TFEU - European 

added value assessment 

 Gender equality: Economic value of care 

from the perspective of the applicable EU 

funds 

 Women’s entrepreneurship and self-

employment, including aspects of gen-

dered Corporate Social Responsibility 

Further information:  

Relevant Research 

Subject files 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the 

FEMM Secretariat of the European Parliament and are pro-

vided for general information purposes only. The opinions ex-

pressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the au-

thor(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of 

the European Parliament. This document may contain links to 

websites that are created and maintained by other organisa-

tions. The FEMM Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the 

view(s) expressed on these websites.  
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